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BOARD MESSAGE

AN BHFUIL (GAEILGE AGAT? DO YOU SPEAK IRISH?

Our cultural program offerings takes a significant step forward this month with the launch
of a dedicated Irish-language learning program this spring.

Beginning January 24, we will offer 4 eight week long classes: a beginner class for children
and three adult classes designed to meet learners at different stages - those new to the
language, those with some formal Irish-language experience, and those looking to expand
their fluency and conversational skills. At the conclusion of each day’s formal instruction,
participants will have the opportunity to practice what they've learned in an informal set-

Liam Reidy ting known as a Pop-up Gaeltacht, where communication through Irish is encouraged and

supported.

Global Rise of Irish Traditions — This expansion comes at a time when interest in Irish arts, language, and
cultural traditions is rising globally-and that is no exaggeration. The latest language statistics suggest that
there are 1.7 million people worldwide actively learning Irish. The language has seen a significant resurgence,
driven by cultural pride, educational reforms in Ireland, and the growth of digital learning tools.

Gaeilge is Cool — Digital apps are currently the primary method for learning Irish globally. One popular
platform Duolingo has approximately I million people actively learning Irish at any given time. Irish is the
#1 language being learned in Ireland. Since its launch, over S million people outside of Ireland have used
the app to start learning the language. The global distribution of these learners corresponds to 36% of
learners living in the USA, 23% in Ireland, and 11% in the UK.

Social media, independent tutors, TikTok and other social platforms have become major hubs
for informal learning. For instance, the #Gaeilge hashtag has surpassed 120 million views on TikTok, and
online educators like “Irish With Mollie” reach over 150,000 students globally.

Measuring the Growth — According to the 2022 Census in the Republic of Ireland, 1.87 million people
(nearly 40% of the population) claim the ability to speak Irish, though only about 72,000 speak it daily
outside the education system. In 2025, Irish was identified as the UK’s second-fastest growing language to
learn, with course enrollments jumping 155% over five years as people reconnect with their heritage.

Gaelscoileanna — Over 900,000 students attend English-medium elementary and high schools where Irish
is a mandatory subject. Gaining popularity over the past thirty years are Irish-medium education (Gaels-
coileanna) where approximately 55,787 students are educated entirely through Irish. In addition, Summer
Irish Colleges or Colaisti Samhraidh are immersive learning experiences which topped 22,753 students
attending officially approved summer courses in Gaeltacht areas in 2024. In Northern Ireland roughly
228,600 people (12.4% of the population) indicated having some knowledge of the language.

What We See Firsthand — We are witnessing this renewed energy in Irish arts firsthand at the Center.
Over the past five years, our youth programming has seen extraordinary growth and community support.
This summer, children will have the option of participating in up to six weeks of summer camp, building
on the exceptional work of our Camp Director, Méire Clerkin, and her teaching staff since 2021.

(President’s Message continued on page 2)
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(President’s Message continued)

Parents regularly share stories about how meaningful
and enjoyable the Irish Center’s summer camp experience has
been for their children. These young people are being nurtured as
the next great generation of Irish Americans on the West Coast.

Today’s generation of children growing up in San Fran-
cisco and across the Bay Area has the unique privilege of coming
of age at a time when Irish cultural and sporting activities within
the Irish American community have flourished. What were once
occasional or peripheral experiences are now firmly woven into
weekly routines and community life.

We now see children deeply engaged in Irish arts and
cultural programs at the Center - opportunities that were not
always as visible or accessible in years past.

Looking Ahead —As we look ahead to continued growth and
increased participation in activities that place Irish America at
their heart, it is clear that we will need additional space to meet
this demand. This year will be a pivotal one for the redevelop-
ment of the Center. We ask for your continued support of the
Board’s efforts and of Irish Center events. The opportunity is in
front of us. The train is leaving the station. The question is not
whether Irish culture is thriving - it is. The question is whether
you will be part of its future.
T4 an todhchai geal. The future is bright.

Winter Féile 2026 — Chase the winter blues away with a Fri-
day-Sunday festival of music and dance including the Kennelly
Memorial Feis the weekend of January 16-18. Caliceltic perform

on Friday night while Dublin born author Cillian Dunne will
host a book talk. Paddy O’Leary hosts an evening of short films
on Saturday Jan 17, while an Irish music session will close out the
weekend on Sunday afternoon from 2 to Spm.

St. Brigid’s Day — Heralding Irish Spring, come along to the
Center on Sunday February I to enjoy a cross weaving workshop
and children activities to celebrate St. Brigid. Starts at 3pm. Sign
up online.

2026 Irish Camp — Our summer camp registration is now open
for two three week session this summer. There are two different
themes for the two sessions. First is Across the Sea: Irish Journeys,
American Dreams and the second camp is titled Stars & Stripes
& Shamrocks!.

Connaught Dinner — The Connaught Dinner will take place on
Saturday January 24th at the Center.

Happy New Year
Wishing all our members a bappy, bealthy, and safe New Year.

Liam Reidy, President
Ireidy@jrishcentersf.org




JANUARY CALENDAR

B JANUARY 10, SATURDAY

* Soccerstars San Francisco ~ 9:00 am - 12:30 pm

For over 24 years, Soccer Stars has offered year-round soc-
cer camps and seasonal soccer classes for children ages 1-10.
From Parent & Me to fundamentals.

* Irish Genealogy Club ~11:00am - 1:00pm
The US. Legal System Genealogists

Zoom: https:/ /bitly/IrishGenClub

Club leads: Pati Traktman & Nancy Sanchez
RSVP Email: IrishGenealogyClub(@gmail.com

* Irish Marvels, Past and Present ~ 2:30pm - 4:30pm
Valerie McGrew presents: “Molly Brown, Irish American
activist & Titanic survivor”

Contact Lisa with questions or to RSVP  at:
Hilmoe.gleason@gmail.com  All are welcome!

* Pop-Up Gaeltacht ~ 3:00pm - 5:00pm

B JANUARY 16, FRIDAY
* Kennelly Memorial Irish Dance Feis

* Lit Night ~ 7:00pm
Irish Writer Who Lived Inside a Dictator’s Regime

B JANUARY 16 - 18, FRIDAY-SUNDAY
* Winter Festival Weekend

B JANUARY 17, SATURDAY ~ 7:00pm
* An Irish Film Night with Producer Paddy O'Leary

Three Films ® One Journey ® San Francisco to Ireland

No Cost.

B JANUARY 24, SATURDAY

* Annual Connaught Dinner
* Spring 2026 Irish Language Classes ~ 10:00am - 2:00pm
* Pop-Up Gaeltacht ~ 3:00pm - 5:00pm

SAVE THE DATE 2026

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 21
San Francisco Rose of Tralee Seletion Night
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 1
St. Brigid’s Cross Weaving Workshop
3:00pm - 6:00pm ~ St. Francis Room
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 27
Grand Marshal Dinner
THURDAY MARCH 5
Author: Lauren Grof

Brawler: Stories

FRIDAY MARCH 6
The Black Brothers and Friends
SATURDAY MARCH 7
Amateur Boxing Returns to the UICC
SATURDAY MARCH 14
Emerald Gala
At the Hibernia Bank
FRIDAY APRIL 3
Author: Colm Toibin
The News from Dublin: Stories
TUESDAY APRIL 14
Patrick Radden Keefe
(From the author of Say Nothing)
London Falling: A Mysterious Death in a Gilded City
and a Family’s Search for Truth.
THURSDAY APRIL 23
Nuala Kennedy & Eamon O’Leary

Trad Music Performance
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UGSE Benioff Children’s Hospitals

Sports Medicine Center for Young Athletes

ucsfbenioffchildrens.org/orthopedics

Support the businesses

that Support YOUR UICC!

DEADLINE
for February 2026

BULLETIN
is January 15

Questions?

Contact: Adrienne Verreos
Email: falconassoc@earthlink.net
1/4 page size 3.75 x5
1/2 page size 7.5 x5 0r3.75x 10
Full page size 7.5 x 10
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CommunNITY NEWS

Cousins Mary Ann Hickey, Josepbine Lynch, and Monica Maguire..

New music students:
Tae and Elsa Starr with
teacher Dan Cotter in early December.

% Visitor from Alberta Canada

Red Deer, Alberta resident Josephine Lynch-originally from
Oldcastle, Co. Meath-visited the Irish Center on December
6th, accompanied by her cousins Monica and Mary Ann.

% 2026 Spring Music Classes
We kick off our spring music classes for 2026 on
Wednesday January 7th. We have tin whistle and fiddle
classes every Wednesday nights.

Accordion teacher Sean O’Donnell
with new student Fintan Reidy.

% Winter Clean Up

We got a jump-start on our spring cleaning! A big thank-you
to Martin and Marty Folan from Celtic Moving, who helped
haul away a truckload of junk from the Irish Center follow-
ing a major cleanup.

Their support made a huge difference —
Go raibh maith agaibh!

Liam Reidy, Martin Folan, Aileen Dulborey and Marty Folan.




CommunNITY NEWS

@\QS Celtic Voices at the Christmas Market
Celtic Voices brought a wonderful sense of warmth and celebration tq
the Irish Center during the Christmas Market. Their beautiful harmo-
nies created a festive atmosphere that perfectly captured the spirit of
the season and added a truly special touch to the day. It was a pleasure
to welcome Choral Director Mary McKeeve and the choir, whose per-
formance was clearly enjoyed by all in attendance. The appearance alsq
served as a practice run ahead of their much-anticipated concert at

Sacred Heart on December 14th.

Peogy O’Sullivan with Barbara and Trish McGrath.

% Pearse and Connolly

Fife and Drum Youth Band

The younger members of the Pearse
and Connolly band held their
final practice of the year at the Center
on Monday December IS5th. They
will return to practice on Monday,
January Sth, 2026. New members
welcome, especially beginners.

Call Dan Cotter (650) 784-9347




CommunNITY NEWS

% Holiday Faire

Renee Lazear volunteered for the Annual Center Holiday Faire which

drew a record number of 700 to shop at the center on Sunday December 7th.

% Irish Shoppe Record

The Irish Center shoppe had its highest
ever one day of sales during the Holiday
Faire on December 7th. Thanks to Jose-
phine Brogan, Nancy Sanchez and Brenda

Lyons (not pictured) for helping during the

very busy afternoon. All the vendors at the
Christmas market reported robust sales and

some even sold out!

% Going Strong

Anne Torres and Peggy Mylett
attended the Holiday Faire in December. Peggy turned 101
last July! Great to see Peggy out and about at the Center.

@\%S Marin Irish American Club

The Marin Irish American Club held their annual Christmas party
at McInnis Golf Club in San Rafael on Friday, December 5, 2025. Led by
UICC member Rose Feeney, who serves as club president, the club is

celebrating 45 years of providing social events and Irish cultural opportunities
for those interested in Ireland.

Clinton and Christine McBride a founding UICC Members
Claire and Charlie McBride

Maura Ochoa and Rose Feeney. Pat and Gene Gallagher Neal Kassner and UICC
Marketing Team Member
FEileen Mize

% Handball in the Park

The Smith family at the handball courts in Golden Gate Park last month:

Oisin, Sophie, Conan and Senna.













Ir1sH FiLm NIGHT

Irish filmmaker Cian O’Connor visited the Irish Center in San Francisco on December 4th for a memorable evening of
film and conversation. A native of Dingle, Co. Kerry, Cian screened a selection of his work and spoke engagingly about
his creative journey since graduating from the National Film School in Dublin. The event drew a strong and appreciative
crowd, sparking lively discussion and leaving attendees with a deeper appreciation for contemporary Irish filmmaking.

Cian O’Connor with Chance Massaro and Kathleen Cipolla. Jim Woods, NYC with Cian O’Connor. Liam Reidy and Cian O’Connor

Tyistan Smith with Cian O’Connor Ashley Davis and Quinn Davis FPatrick and Mary Gaffney, Cian O’Connor, and Brian Gaffney with Celeste Langille.

Cian O’Connor with Claire, Jobn, Sinéad and Brian Hinchion. Cian O'Connor, Nancy Sanchez, Jennifer Drennan, and Lan Wnder.







2025 rREBEL CORK DINNER

Congratulations to Kathleen Manning on being awarded the
Cork Person of the year award at the annual dinner dance.

Jobn Buckley, RCBA President presents
Katbleen Manning with her Award.

Kathleen Manning and ber extended family, some of whom travelled from Ireland, Lakeview, OR
and NY State to celebrate with Kathleen on the night.

Nick Barrett, (Newmarket, Co. Cork)
and Dorothy Barrett (NY State),
Kathleen Manning with Mary Putnam
and Kelsy Bitzer (Lakeview, OR).

Nora O’Mahony,

Timmy O’Mahony, Aoibhinn,
Liam and Stephanie Reidy.

Timmy and Nora
O’Mabony
(Newtownsbandmm,
Co, Cork) with

Lynda and Jobn Buckley,
President of the RCBA.

Luke O’Keeffe,
Deirdre and

Tadgh Murphy
with Stella Winekuf.

All photos courtesy of jQuerzon Pictorials
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DUGGAN’S “Our Family Serving Yours”
SERRA MORTUARY Cotetinti % %

Please contact our
Pre-Planning Department
for your FREE Personal
Planning Guide

Matt, Dan and Joey Duggan

Duggan’s Serra Mortuary® FD 1098
500 Westlake Avenue, Daly City
650/756-4500 Duggans-Serra.com

Sullivan’s and Duggan’s Serra Funeral Services FD 228
6201 Geary Blvd., San Francisco
415/621-4567 SullivansFH.com

Duggan’s Serra Burlingame FD 2512
100 El Camino Real, Suite 100, Burlingame
650/395-9100 Duggansburlingame.com

My Funeral, My Cremation, My Way® Traditional & Cremation Services




