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Investing in Young Scholars, Musicians 
and Cultural Ambassadors

 
The Center has been a hive of  activity over the past few weeks, with ongoing weekly 
Irish music, bagpipes, drumming, and Irish dance practices. But that’s just the begin-
ning – there’s plenty more in store for our younger members in the weeks ahead!

Supporting Our Scholars — First on the agenda is our annual Leo T Walsh 
scholarship program, which provides financial support to graduating high school 
seniors and eighth-grade students from local grammar schools as they embark on the 
next phase of  their educational journey. In its 31st year, this program has awarded 
over 700 scholarships since its inception in 1994, thanks to the generous contribu-

tions of  our community supporters and donors. We look forward to celebrating the achievements 
of  our scholarship recipients at the award ceremony at 3pm on May 19th, followed by graduation 
festivities here at the Center later in May.

Irish Camp Turns Four — Our annual Irish summer camp is gearing up for its fourth year, with 
an impressive 80 kids signed up to join Camp Director Máire Clerkin and her experienced team 
between June 10th and 28th. This year, campers will delve into the world of  traditional Irish ballads 
and party songs, exploring the iconic sounds of  artists like Sinead O’Connor, Christy Moore, and 
many more. Máire shares, “Ireland is famous for its music, and our campers will embark on a journey 
through both classic and contemporary Irish melodies, bringing these timeless stories to life through 
song and theatrical performance.”

A Delight for Campers — At camp, every participant will have the chance to shine, whether it’s 
through singing, acting, dancing, or playing instruments. With a mix of  indoor and outdoor activi-
ties, including sports, arts and crafts, and technology workshops, our campers will be fully immersed 
in Irish culture and creativity. And with three weeks of  workshops covering everything from music 
and dance to storytelling and theater, our campers will collaborate to create a spectacular theatrical 
production to showcase their talents on June 28th.

Camp Sign Up — There are still some spots available for this year’s summer camp which runs 
from 9am-3pm daily Monday through Friday. Starts June 10th and you can sign up online. www.
irishcentersf.org/programs/irish-camp/

Kids’ Music Workshops — Don’t miss our kids’ music workshops during the traditional Irish 
Music Festival weekend from June 21st to 23rd! We’ll be offering instruction in bodhrán, tin whistle, 
bagpipes, banjo, fiddle, and more – a perfect opportunity for young musicians to develop an interest 
in a musical instrument and connect with their Irish heritage.

(President’s Message continued on page 2)

Liam Reidy



Giants Irish Night — Eleven-year-old Tanner Manning 
has been selected to sing “The Star Spangled Banner” to kick 
off  the SF Giants game against the Cincinnati Reds on May 
10th as part of  Irish Heritage night at the Giants.

What a great honor for our Irish community to take center 
stage at our local big league ballpark. Tanner is a great UICC 
ambassador—thriving in our Youth Music Program as he’s 
taken to the bagpipes. In addition to his singing talents, he’s 
also a talented Irish dancer. We are excited to cheer him on 
May 10! 

Wawona Gates Turns 4 — We will celebrate the four year 
anniversary of  Wawona Gates on the weekend of  June 21-23. 
The outdoor space at the Center was very popular during the 
pandemic and continues to serve as an event space for several 
events and for private parties during the year. Look for the 
music and dancing line up next month!

AOH Young Ambassadors — In early June, two young men 
(Tony Sheridan and Shane Reidy) from the local community 
will travel to the Saint Patrick Center in Downpatrick, Co. 
Down as part of  the Ancient Order of  Hibernians National 
Young Ambassadors Program. The aim of  the program is to 
create a network of  informed and influential young individuals 
throughout America with specialist knowledge and links 
to the northern part of  Ireland. The Young Ambassadors 

(President’s Message continued)

program aims to develop a meaningful and on-going 
relationship with Ireland and will continue to represent it 
when appropriate throughout the rest of  their lives through 
their work in the AOH. 

Keepers of  the Steps — The Keepers of  the Steps 
exhibition “Irish Dance—Celebrating the Roots, Rhythms, 
and Rituals of  the San Francisco Irish” at the San Francisco 
Historical Society downtown has been extended until July. 
Great news if  you have not had a chance to check it out. 
Check the Museums website for opening times. 

www.sfhistory.org/

Pathway to Change — Ciaran Scally was in contact recently 
and is inviting the community to an evening discussion on 
peace and reconciliation in Ireland. The event takes place 
here at the Center on Thursday May 23rd at 7pm. Entitled 
“Planning and Preparing for a New and United Ireland” the 
event will feature two guest speakers from Ireland’s Future, 
a leading civic group which enjoys engagement with people 
from all across the entire political spectrum in Ireland. Niall 
Murphy is a Civil Rights Attorney and Karen Sethuraman is 
the only female Baptist Minister in Ireland.

Organized by the Knights of  the Red Branch and The Irish 
Herald this event promises a lively, informative and positive 
discussion around the best ways to achieve a fair and just 
society for all the people of  Ireland.

E-Waste Pick up — We have a Free e-waste removal service 
coming to the Irish Center on Tuesday May 7th at 10am. 
Bring along your old electronics before 10am to have them 
recycled properly. The materials will be picked up by the SF 
Conservation Corps. More info at 415-860-1854

Ronald Reagan — I had a note recently from John 
Haggerty (Santa Clara) who pointed out an omission in last 
month’s message. As part of  my notes on Irish American 
Heritage month, I noted that three of  California’s Governors 
(Pat Brown, Jerry Brown, and Gavin Newson had some Irish 
ancestry. However, I omitted to mention that California 
Governor (and later, two-term American President) Ronald 
Reagan also had substantial Irish ancestry. Indeed, all four of  
his father’s grandparents were Irish immigrants. Thank you 
John for helping to fill out the historical record.

World Champion Dancer — Congratulations to Hanah 
Logar (Whelan Academy) who won the World Senior Ladies 
Irish Dancer championship in Glasgow, Scotland recently. 

Liam Reidy, President
lreidy@irishcentersf.org



SATURDAY JUNE 8
Kate Kennedy Day

Cypress Lawn Cemetery
•

FRIDAY JUNE 14
Gary Blair Scottish Céilidh

Renowned accordionist in Concert and Céilidh
•

FRIDAY-SUNDAY JUNE 21-23
Trad Fest West

First Annual Traditional Music Festival
•

SUNDAY JUNE 23
Fourth Annual of  Wawona Gates Celebration

2-6pm
•

JUNE 10 - 28
Irish Camp ~ Youth Summer Camp

•
FRIDAY JUNE 28

“The Songs of  Ireland”
Irish Summer Camp Production

•
SATURDAY JULY 19

Amateur Boxing Night with our partner
Fire in the Ring Boxing Club

•
SATURDAY AUGUST 24

3rd Annual Rock the Gates Summer Fleadh
•

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 15
Robert Emmet Day

Golden Gate Park Band Concourse
•

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 21
Irish Pipers of  San Francisco Fundraiser

•
SATURDAY OCTOBER 5

Okoberfest
•

SATURDAY OCTOBER 19
Emerald Dinner Dance

•
SATURDAY OCTOBER 26

Amateur Boxing Night with our partner
Fire in the Ring Boxing Club

MAY CALENDAR

Save the Date 2024
■ MAY 5, SUNDAY

• Colm Tóibín in Conversation with Ethel Rohan 
2:00pm-4:00pm 
Hosted by Bookshop West Portal & the UICC

■ MAY 8, WEDNESDAY

• Máire Ní Chathasaigh and Chris Newman (Irish Harp 
and Guitar) in the Emerald Room

■ MAY 9, THURSDAY

• Line Dancing ~ 7:00pm - 9:00pm
St. Patrick’s Room Sign up at www.irishcentersf.org 

■ MAY 10, FRIDAY

• Irish Heritage Night at the Giants with the UICC

■ MAY 11, SATURDAY

•  Irish Genealogy Club Zoom ~ 11:00am - 1:00pm
All are welcome
2023 club leads: Pati Traktman & Nancy Sanchez  
Email: IrishGenealogyClub@gmail.com

•  Irish Marvel, Past and Present ~ 2:30pm - 4:30pm
All are welcome. Questions? 
Contact Lisa Hilmoe at Hilmoe.gleason@gmail.com

•  Ms. Nancy’s Read Aloud ~ 3:00pm - 3:45pm
Storytelling in the Library

■ MAY 16, THURSDAY

• Book talk with Brian Stannard ~ Alcatraz Ghost Story
St. Francis Room ~ 7:00pm 

■ MAY 19, SUNDAY

• Leo T. Walsh Scholarship Ceremony ~ 3:00pm - 5:00pm
St. Patrick’s Room  

• Spring UICC Membership Drivey ~ 3:00pm - 5:00pm
St. Patrick’s Room  

■ MAY 23, THURSDAY

• Pathway To Change ~ Public Meeting ~ 7:00pm 
Planning And Preparing For A New and United Ireland

• Line Dancing ~ 7:00pm - 9:00pm
St. Patrick’s Room Sign up at www.irishcentersf.org  



ucsfbenioffchildrens.org/orthopedics

DEADLINE 
for June 2024 

BULLETIN 
is May 15
Questions? 

Contact: Adrienne Verreos 
415/468-4130    or email:  

 falconassoc@earthlink.net
The Future Is Now



PATRICK J. DOWLING LIBRARY

PROGRAMMING FOR MAY
 Every Second Saturday of the Month. 

Free and Open to All! 
   

 Read Aloud with Ms. Nancy
  Saturday, May 11th   3:00 - 3:45pm

   
 Irish Genealogy Club

Saturday, May 11th  11:00am - 1:00pm

Irish Marvels 
Saturday, May 11th 2:30 - 4:30pm 

Read Aloud with Ms. Nancy
Join Ms. Nancy at the Library 3 – 3:45 pm for a
captivating journey through the enchanting world of
Irish literature! Designed for children ages 2 to 10, these
engaging sessions transport young minds to Ireland
through beloved stories and timeless tales. Let your child
embark on a cultural exploration filled with laughter,
learning, and the magic of Irish storytelling.

Irish Marvels, Past and Present 
Established in 2007 for anyone who loves all things Irish!
You are welcome to cover a topic or just listen and learn.
Past topics have included Newgrange and other Neolithic
sites, Irish saints and blacksmiths, Irish immigration and
our deep connection with other cultures! Zoom 2:30-
4:30pm. If you are interested contact Lisa Hilmoe at
hilmoe.gleason@gmail.com. 

Genealogy Club
This volunteer-led Club fosters a cooperative community
of family history enthusiasts from all skill levels. Our
focus is on sharing knowledge and learning together with
a different topic every month. Past topics have included:
Using ancestor occupations to point you to useful records,
Genealogy travel, your ancestor’s lives as found in
newspaper stories, understanding Irish marriage
traditions, and using DNA to confirm connections. Zoom
11am-1pm. If you are interested contact Pati Traktman at
patitraktman@gmail.com.

 COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS 

GREETINGS FROM THE LIBRARY

LIBRARY HOURS 
THURSDAYS AND FRIDAYS 2:30 - 5:30PM

SATURDAYS 1:30 - 4:30PM
IRISH WORD OF THE MONTH

GO RAIBH MAITH AGAT
PRONOUNCED

GUH RUH MAH A-GUT 
MEANS THANK YOU 

Do you have time on your hands? 
The Library could you use your help.  

Contact Jennifer Drennan at Library@irishcentersf.org or 415-661-2702

An enlightening book of
essays written while
traveling through
America and Ireland.

 FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK, YOU TUBE AND
INSTAGRAM 

MAY 2024

DONATIONS- 
WHAT ARE WE LOOKNG FOR?

-Bankers boxes with lids
-Irish children’s books

-Books on Irish women
-Books in the Irish language

-Books on Irish Bay Area/California pre 1960's
-California/SF Bay Area ephemera items: 

photos, dance cards, brochures, etc

*Please no large Irish photo/coffee books. 

A big thank you to our
library volunteers for
the many hours
prepping and
organizing for the
record breaking book
sale that was held
during the block party!
If you missed it, stop by
the library - you never
know what you might
find on the book cart
for sale!



© 2022 Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered 
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Seeing is can’t 
believe-ing
Nothing compares.

WENDYSTORCH.COM

Duggan’s Serra Mortuary®  FD 1098

500 Westlake Avenue, Daly City
 650/756-4500    Duggans-Serra.com

Sullivan’s and Duggan’s Serra Funeral Services  FD 228

6201 Geary Blvd., San Francisco
415/621-4567    SullivansFH.com

My Funeral, My Cremation, My Way®

Traditional & Cremation Services

“Our Family Serving Yours”

Celebrations of Life

q

q

Please contact our 
Pre-Planning Department 
for your FREE Personal 

Planning Guide
Matt, Dan and Joey Duggan



r AOH DivisiOn 17 ROunD up

The local chapter of  the Ancient Order of  Hibernians Division 17 held their monthly 
meeting at the Center on April 16th. The building was a hive of  activity the same night 
with pickleball in the St. Patrick’s room, and meetings held by SF Youth GAA, and the 
LAOH. Book your next meeting at the Irish Center call 415-741-8803. Your Center, 
Your Community!

OuR uiCC COmmunty

Sean Flynn, Fr. Michael Healy, AOH Chaplain, 
with Mike Keohane, AOH Div 17, President.

Hibernians John O’Rourke, Ed Reidy, 
Liam Frost and Steve Murray.

Hibernian Jim Gleeson with  AOH  
Div 17, President Mike Keohane.

r Giants Irish Heritage Night May 10th 
Representatives from several Irish organizations came together at 24 Willie Mays Plaza in April to finalize plans for the 
Giants Heritage night on Friday May 10th. Pictured left to right : Liam Frost, Eamonn McCusker; Celine Kennelly, 
Eileen Mize, Paul Cunnie, PJ Masterson, and Nic O’Loughlin.

The Irish American community will have reason to be early to the San Francisco Giants 
game v the Cincinnati Reds on Friday May 10th.  Eleven year old Tanner Manning has 

been selected to sing the US national anthem at the San Francisco Giants Irish heritage night. A great honor for 
our community to get the opportunity to take center stage at the our local big league ballpark. Good luck Tanner! 
We know you will not ot out of  the park! 
Tanners grandparents are John and Kathleen Manning, original charter members of  the Irish Center.





OuR uiCC COmmunty COntinueD...

r COnnAugHt sOCiAl Club sign FinDs A new HOme in tHe libRARy

Mike O’Driscoll dropped by the Patrick J Dowling library on April 26th and presented the Irish Center with a 
Connaught Social Club sign which had been stored in his mom’s (Rose 
O’Driscoll RIP) garage for many years.  The sign was originally made 
by Larry Donnelly (Rose’s sister Mary’s husband) and used at dances 
and picnics for many years. Larry Donnelly installed the double stairs 
in advance of  the opening of  the Irish Center. 

Mike’s mom was Rose (nee Lennon) from Cloone, Co. Leitrim and his 
father was from Baltimore in west Cork. Both of  Mike’s parents were 
charter members of  the Irish Center when it opened on March 8th, 
1975. Next year the Center will celebrate 50 years on 45th Avenue! 

r yOutH pipeRs lAtest ReCRuit

Conor O’Sullivan from San Mateo is the latest young 
recruit for the Irish Pipers band. Conor will explore both 
the chanter and drumming pads in the coming months. 
Conor’s father Paul serves on the board of  the United 
Irish Societies, and is a grandson of  Joan Guiney. 

r Thomas Desmond Celebration
PJ McGee and Vera Burke attended the Easter Sunday march and parade to 
the grave of  Irish Republican hero Thomas Desmond at Holy Cross cemetery 
on Sunday March 31.

r Easter Sunday Parade
Mike Cotter and his sister Julie Kell attended 
the parade at Holy Cross cemetery on Easter 
Sunday. Mike is a member of  the Pierce and 
Connolly Fife and Drum Band.  

Nora Robinson, Eithne and Owen Clancy 
participated in the Easter Sunday parade with 
the Pierce and Connolly Fife and Drum band.

r Golden Gate Feis 2024
Over 400 Irish step dancers participated in the Golden Gate Feis during the weekend 
of  April 20-21 at St. Mary’s Cathedral. Photographed at the Feis were: Fintan Reidy, 
Brendan Sheridan, Tanner Manning and Ryan Sheridan.



AnD COntinueD...

r Céilí On tHe lAke iRisH DAnCe & musiC FestivAl

The Center held a prominent spot at the first annual Céilí on the Lake on the weekend of  April 27-28th. The 
UICC booth was set up and staffed by a small but mighty crew of  volunteers—wonderful ambassadors for all the 
cultural programming efforts and exciting plans for the new Irish Center. New memberships were signed up; email 
addresses collected for communication; plenty of  information about our building plans were offered; Taytos fly-
ing off  the shelves; secondhand books sold to benefit our Dowling Library with awareness raised as to what our 
Library has to offer; questions asked an answered about our history and where we are located; ancestors looked up 
in the history book when someone shared they thought their grandfather helped build the Irish Center (and the 
look of  delight on the young lady’s face when Anne Carew showed her the index of  names and she saw Tom Kelly); 
children delighted in the craft options of  fairy wands and Saint Brigid crosses; plans for Irish dance dress dona-
tion and ephemera as we promoted the collection efforts of  Keepers of  the Steps; the delights of  our youth music 
program talked about along with the highly anticipated singing of  the national anthem by Tanner Manning at Irish 
Heritage Night at the Giants on May 10.

UICC Vice-President Anne Cassidy 
Carew and President Liam Reidy. 

Jamie O’Keefe and Anne 
Cassidy Carew at the 

UICC Booth. 

Jamie O’Keefe, Anne Cassidy Carew, Renee Lazear, Eileen Mize and 
Josephone Brogan. 

r CARtOOn sAlOOn: 
iRisH AnimAtiOn stuDiO visits tHe CenteR

As part of  the expansion of  our kids Irish arts pro-
gramming here at the Center we welcomed Jeremy 
Purcell, the Director of  the newly released Puffin 
Rock Movie developed by Irish digital animation 
studio Cartoon Saloon on Saturday April 27th. Dur-
ing the Cartoon Saloon workshop we showcased a 
number of  Puffin Rock cartoons on the big screen, 
and afterwards Kate Gunning (SF Irish Film Festival) 
led a chat with Jeremy, about his journey as digital 
animatior in Ireland. The kids in attendance also had 
the opportunity to color their favorite Puffin Rock 
characters. This event was made possible by the Irish 
Centers Annual Appeal Fund and UICC members 
just like you! 

Kate Gunning and Kevin Finnerty. 

Henry Harty



Clara and Nate Kavanaugh.

Roisín Reidy with 
Jeremy Purcell.

CARtOOn sAlOOn COntinueD...

Jeremy Purcell with Chelsea 
and Fintan Kavanaugh.

Fidelma, Juliette and Rob MacNamara. 

Fidelma and 
Bobby MacNamara.

Lindsay, Quinley and Tim O’Dwyer.

Seamus Stannard, Jeremy Purcell 
and Kevin Finnerty.

Jack, James and Aisling Storey.





bRiAn stAnnARD - mAy 16tH bOOk tAlk

Alcatraz tour guide Stannard recounts the exploits of  the prison’s “second-
most-notorious inmate” in his immersive debut. Ray Gardner was a mail train 
robber who escaped prison three times in the years after WWI, earning himself  
regular mentions in vaudeville acts of  the era and nicknames including the Smil-
ing Bandit and the Human Eel. In reality, Gardner was an Army deserter and 
amateur boxer with a wife and child, whose thefts up and down the West Coast 
were never particularly lucrative. After Gardner broke out of  Washington State’s 
McNeil Island prison twice in the early 1920s, federal agents mounted a public 
campaign for information leading to his arrest, and America became enthralled 

by the letters he wrote to California newspapers and President Warren Harding earnestly pleading for his conviction to be 
overturned. After he was caught and sent to Leavenworth and then Alcatraz, Gardner begged for a lobotomy, attributing 
his criminal behavior to an old head injury. Finally paroled in 1938, he published a brief  memoir about his time locked 
up in Alcatraz with the likes of  Al Capone and George “Machine Gun” Kelly, and gave several radio interviews. In 1940, 
Gardner died poor and alone, by suicide, at a hotel in San Francisco’s Tenderloin District. Stannard’s thorough research and 
swift pacing satisfy. Historical true crime fans should check this out.

FROm tHe sCHOlARsHip pROgRAm ARCHives OF 1999,  
pleAse enjOy A HeARt-Felt DesCRiptiOn OF tHis 

sHCp seniOR’s iRisH HeRitAge submitteD tO tHe uiCC.

  My name is Erin Gulbengay. I was born on March 2,1981 to the proud parents Kathleen 
(Kay) and George Gulbengay.  My mother Kay (Toolis) Gulbengay is a first generation Irish American.

  My Grandparents, Mary and Ray Toolis landed in San Francisco in 1926 and 1929. They were raised 
in Achill Island, County Mayo and lived only 5 miles from each other. It was not until a dance at the Knights of  the Red 
Branch (KRB) that they met at 7th and Mission Streets in San Francisco. I have often heard my mother call the KRB the 
predecessor the United Irish Cultural Center.
 I have heard remarkable stories about the generosity of  my Grandparents from both my family and numerous 
people in the Irish Community who always remind me of  my wonderful Grandparents and their involvement in the Irish 
Community in San Francisco.  Most people who remember my Grandmother (Mary) whom I never had the pleasure of  
knowing, always remark about her kindness, warmness and best “The Best Irish Bread in San Francisco.” 
 My Grandfather, (Ray) whom I did have the privilege of  living with for the first five years of  my life, is remem-
bered as quiet, fun loving and generous man.  Their home (which is my home)  was always open to all new “Greenhorns” 
arriving from Ireland.  According to my mother there was a preference for the Mayo people.   My Grandfather was known 
for his efforts in assisting young Irish in finding work, and I have met many who have told me that my Grandfather found 
them their first job.  He was an active member of  the Connaught Athletic Club.  HIs home was available for meetings of  
the Club. I am told that many a good Irish party was held at my Grandparent’s home.  His father Pat Toolis was President 
of  the Mayomen’s Association and was the field announcer at Ewing Field for the Gaelic Football Games.
 Like my Grandparent, my parents, have been active in the Irish Community in San Francisco. They remain close 
to the many friends of  my Grandparents of  all ages and Counties of  Ireland. My father, George, (although not being Irish 
by birth) was a  Member of  the UICC Board of  Directors for two years and served as Vice President. My mother, Kay, 
was a Member of  the Board of  Directors for three years and served as President for two of  those three years.
 I am proud of  my Irish Heritage. Through my Grandparents and parents example, love and involvement in the 
Irish Community, i see the need to continue to keep alive our Irish Heritage, as it is this heritage that joins a loving people 
together to remember their own roots of  Ireland and share their memories and love for Ireland.

ALCATRAZ 
GHOST 
STORY
B R I A N  S TA N N A R D

R O Y  G A R D N E R ’ S 

A M A Z I N G  T R A I N 

R O B B E R I E S ,  E S C A P E S , 

A N D  L I F E L O N G  L O V E
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