A PLACE FOR ALL THINGS IRISH
San Francisco Irish Societies at the Turn of the 20t Century
and their Dream of Building an Irish Hall

The story is told through a series of
posters and memorabilia of the Irish
Societies at the turn of the 20t Century

Exhibit on display at the United Irish Cultural Center,
2700-45t Avenue, San Francisco, CA

Main Exhibit-Series of Posters
Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday
11:30am —9 pm

Memorabilia in Library
Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday
1:30 pm -4:30 pm




In 1896, one third of the population of
San Francisco was made up of Irish and
Irish Americans. Although they were more
welcome in the booming new City than
back East, life could be difficult for the
working class Irish who lived South of the
Slot, as South of Market Street was known
to its residents.

They formed many societies-benevolent
associations, secret protective societies,
and social clubs-who welcomed
newcomers and provided monetary
support during hard times. Although most
of the members were from the working
class, the societies drew members from all
classes of Irish society in San Francisco.
The lives of the working class Irish
centered around the various societies and
the Catholic parishes - all of which held
weekly picnics, balls and whist parties.
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The Irish societies met at a variety of places throughout the
City. The Irish American Benevolent Society (1860-1890),
formed to help sick members and to intern deceased
members, built the Irish American Hall at

818 Howard Street, between 4t and 5th Streets. A meeting
place for a variety of organizations, it also served as a

magazine for the Meagher guard of the California State militia
in 1871.

In 1875, many Irish nationalists were meeting at the Irish
Confederation Hall at 751 Market Street. An article in Daily
Alta California, March 24, 1875, relates that they were
organizing a memorial ceremony there for John Mitchel,
leading member of Young Ireland & the Irish Confederation,
in collaboration with the other Irish societies in the City.
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Tallest man in picture holding the rifle is Tom Desmond,
Commandant of the KRB and one time Sheriff of San Francisco

There were four KRB* Halls.
After the second one was
destroyed in the Earthquake
and Fire of 1906, a temporary
one was used from 1906-
1909 and finally the building
at 1133 Mission St. was
constructed where many Irish
and Irish Americans met their
future spouses. The fourth
KRB hall was destroyed by
fire in 2007.

None of these locations were
adequate enough to
accommodate the growing
Irish population. A new place
was needed, inspiring the
societies to build such a hall.

*Knights of the Red Branch, California Branch of Clan na Gael

“ The Hall would be the meeting place of
all the lvish societies in SF.”

Irish Fair of 1898 program



In 1895, the building
committee of the Ancient

“REVIVAL OF HHBERNIANS”

Order of Hibernians leased a “Here the menmbers have two well-furnished Lodgerooms, a
site from M. Skelly at Ninth Library, a reading-room and a billiard room ....Here the
Street between Mission and gDM.VL@ mew D‘fth@ oroler will ﬁwd recreation anol O(WU/CSLVL@
Howard to serve as their evenings instead of frequenting less profitable places of

San Francisco headquarters.
Sadly the building was
destroyed in the Earthquake
& Fire of 1906.
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amusement or Lounging around saloons.”

The San Francisco Call, December 15, 1895
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RCLA minutes, April 3, 1914

37194

After the Earthquake &
Fire of 1906, many Irish
from South of Market
moved to the less
populated areas of the
City especially the 24th
Street corridor which
became a vibrant Irish
community. The minutes
of the Rebel Cork Ladies
Association (RCLA) reflect
that in 1914 the Hibernian
Hall at 454 Valencia St.
was their permanent
meeting place.



CELTIC UNION'S PROJECT

Twenty - Six Irish  Societies
United to Build a Grand
Hall

They Desire to Have a Home That
Will Cost a Quarter of a
Millicn.

The Celtic Union will hold an important
meeting this evening in K. R. B. Hall for
the purpose of taking further action in
the project of building a handsome hall,
It was stated yesterday by many of the
enthusiastic supporters of the hali prop-
osition thas success iscertain. Anyhow
the various Irish societies of San Fran-
cisco are asa unit on it, and for that rea-
son declsive progress is expected to be
made at the meeting to-night.

There are twenty-six Irish societies in
the Celtic Union, including the Ancient
Order of Hibernians and the Knights of
St. Patrick, which are among the chief
supporters of the enterprise. They were
brought torlbor mainly through the
efforts of Jeremiah Deasy, Thomas R.
Bannerman and other prominent Irish-
men of this City, and now that the union
is & reality the main object for which it
was called into existence will be taken up
" ‘,,‘Ii'.i‘ tlined in th

he as now ou n the rou
is to form a corporation with a capft‘:l
stock of $250,000, to be aivided into shares
of a par value that will enable men of
moderate means to become subscribers, A
large share of this stock, it is proposed,
will be taken by the societies. Besides,
several of the bodies in the Celtic Union
are considering grand excursions into the
country and entertainments in town to
raise funds to be presented to the cor-

ration, Then when sufficient stock has

n subscribed to warrant the actual
commencement of buying a lot and build-
mng » hall, the corporation will begin
business operations.

A wide and pretentious scopa is given
the project, for nothing but a builain
that will be an ornament to the City an
up to date in all its appointments is at

resent considered. The building is to pe

ished in modern style, according to the
plans of its projectors, and to contain
lodgerooms for the societies, a large thea-
ter, or meeting-ball, clubrooms, offices, a
banquet-hall, etc, The name may be
Irish-American Hall or Celtic Union Hall,
more likely the latter, which is now most
in favor. The ball will be the meeting-
place of all Irish societies in San Fran-
cisco, their headquarters as well, and in it
all affairs connected with these organiza-
tions will be held.

San Francisco Call, August 8, 1896

“its purpose was to ouild an lvish Hall.”

Irish Fair of 1898 program

In 1896, a number of San Francisco
Irish societies banded together and
formed the Celtic Union. For many
years the Celtic Union was the leader of
the Irish societies in San Francisco. The
Union organized or participated in a
myriad of events - including Wolfe Tone
celebrations, Pan Pacific Irish Day, and
Robert Emmet remembrances. They
were organizers of the St. Patrick’s Day
Parade and of the Irish participation in
the State Jubilee celebration. By 1910,
their heyday as a leader of the Irish
community was over, although their
fundraising efforts continued for more

than 20 years.
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THE CHUTES, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Postcard depicting the San Francisco Chutes-site of a Celtic Union fundraiser
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- . - Celtic Union

The Celtic Union set a fundraising goal of et e Gaien
their annual

$250, 000 for the purchase of land and venine et At ihe
- - bradquariers ‘“,.;’:.P:r’::‘l;:!n:namﬂv
construction of a hall. They raised money by 7 v Mo vatr, okl
selling stock and by holding events like picnics in "Tﬂ""":.-:-;f;‘:mm”"';‘i‘:
Glen Park and whist parties throughout the City. e amounted i 1 8. o
The individual societies held their own events. Mz Dt amoanty

Proceeds from the events like the Knights of Tara

picnic in 1897 and a St. Patrick’s Convention were
donated to the fund.

The Leader newspaper, May 23, 1908



Offieial Progralp

In August of 1898 the Irish
Fair, a major fundraising event
for the Celtic Union, was held
at the Mechanic’s Pavilion
located in the San Francisco
Civic Center. It was modeled
after a similar fair that was
held in New York in 1897. The
Patrick J. Dowling Library at

B . risH FAIR the UICC has an original copy
4‘ of the Fair’s program.

| e 1 According to World Cat, the
PR \WOorld’s largest bibliographic

database, it is one of only
three libraries holding a copy.
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" Funds to be Devoted towards Building a Hall for united vish Spcieties”

Irish Fair of 1898 program



Like the fair in New York the
year before, the Celtic Union
; " imported sod from each of

B)7 Gafrcars ox i s s, Ireland’s 32 counties. The sod
W‘l/ Cnelem: Thossey Boal of /’%/ was Iald (ilown at the

T e ety /y,,& | Mechanic’s Pavilion in the
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o M e s e w[g] | shape c_>f a map of Ireland.
whercop D 7% Homesick Irish men and

Q.

ts Master, frome th

e the pltoiv pockages | women could stand on the
“the old sod” once again. For a
modest amount, they could
take a jar of it home.
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S. «“ WAESLAND ” OF AMERICAN LINE. (THE SHIP THAT BROUGHT THE SOD FROM IRELAND FOR THE IRISH FAIR

Bill of Lading For Sod, Iri '
g , Irish Fair of 1898 program Picture of Ship Transporting Sod, Irish Fair of 1898 program



BLARNEY CASTLE BOOTH

RS, L 1L FLAN AGAN

LEMONADE BOOTH _CONG ABBLY

liairmina

NN
HAS R FENN
ANNA GEARY
GEARY
» A, GTANNINT
RLANCHE BAREEK
JULIA DUNN

MI5S ALICE SM1
MISS MARTIA SMITH
MisS MAY SPRIX
X 3 WANNIE SPRINGER
3 C ¥
MISS P, GORITAM

A[7S8S FLORENCE MAGULERR

OFFICIAL SOUVENIR PROGRAMME BOOTH

MRS, ], B, INSKEEP Axn MRS, A. J. CASEY, Chairmet
AISS ROSE ANTHONY MiSS LILLIAN BVRNES M85 MINNIE CORRIGAN

MiSS MAY GAFFNRY ‘
MISS LILLIAN MONATIAN THY MISSES TONG

MISS WINIFRED GAVENEY

LAKES OF KILLARNEY BOOTH

MRS, P. K. McCARTHY, Chairman
MR, JAMES HART HOOKER; Treasurt
MISS RUTH McCARTHY, Secrtary
MISS M, WATLSH
MR, BENJAMIN MeKINLEY
MR CHARLRES H BEARDSLEY
MR, RONERT D. DUKRE
AR, JOHN JARDINE
ML MILTON DEARNARD
MR, HARRY J. GRATY
MR, STUART MURDOCT
AR TLOUTE MEVER
DANIRL € B MUCARTHY
ARLES McCARTHY

MISS BVA MURPHY
MISS MARIE BEARNARD
MISS JOSEPHINE McCARTHY
MISS CECILIA WALSH '

Q:e}l}ebra’,cion of_Irish_ culture, the names of the booths in th
chanic’s Pavilion included Lemonade Booth-Cong Abbeyeand

the Lakes of Killarney Bo '
o oy
oroanisere y th, reflecting the patriotic fervor of the

Partial List of Committee M
: _ embers
Irish Fair of 1898 Program and Booths
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MR. JEREMIAH DEASY

PRESIDENT OF THE CELTIC UNION AND CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF THE IRISH FAIR
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Irish Fair of 1898 program

The organizers and sponsors of
the Fair were a Who's Who of
the Irish community including
Jeremiah Deasy, President of
the Celtic Union, and a number
of prominent women in the
community who contributed to
the fair.

KERR
t lreland

MISS KATE TIGHE

“halrman Iee Cream Booth

MRS ROBERT FERRALY

Blaraey Castle

RS, MARTIAL ¢ ANQUR
= St, Pateick’s Alltances of America

Viee - Chateman
s Booth

MIsS ALICK ARMSTRONG

Pupll of the Lusdtum Deamatle Sehool

Irish Fair of 1898 program

MISS AMELIA MARTIN
Chateman Stk Loom Booth

MBS ANNIE LONERGAN
Limerick Race Veack Booth
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THE OLDEST SEAT OoF LEARNING
ON THE PACIFEIC COAST
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Irish Fair of 1898 program

Over a 100 years later some
of the businesses who
advertised in the Irish Fair of
1898 program are still in
existence — some with the
same name and some under
new names.

St. Mary’s Hospital - St. Mary’s Medical Center
McAvoy & Co. - McAvoy O’Hara & Evergreen Mortuary
Santa Clara College - Santa Clara University
Pacific Gas Improvement Co. - PG&E

St. Ignatius College - University of San Francisco

Carew & English - Halsted N. Gray and Carew & English

Gundlach Bundschu Winery - same name

Shreve & Co. - same name




AIR OFFICIAL PROGRAMME.
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Irish Fair of 1898 program

Approximately 234 Businesses Advertised in the Irish Fair Program

6% (14) were restaurants

/% (16) were undertakers or stone monument makers

9% (21) were alcohol related (bottling, brewery, merchant, bar)
12% (27) were horse related (horseshoers, stables, carriage makers)

And 2 typewriter dealers, 2 corset makers, 1 needlework instructor,
1 gun powder manufacturer, 1 dentist, 1 optician, and 1 eyeglass maker.



Numerous people in the societies
that made up the Celtic Union
were supporters of the many
movements for Irish
independence over the years.
The San Francisco societies
showed their support by sending
donations of money and guns
back to Ireland before and after
the 1916 Rising. In 1902 & 1903
former San Francisco Sheriff Tom
Desmond was selling stock for
the Celtic Union. Then,
Commandant of the Knights of
the Red Branch, a branch of Clan
na Gael, he was one of the
participants in the famous
Catalpa incident during which six
Fenians from West Australia were
rescued. The 1897 Irish Fair in
New York City, an essay by
Deirdre O’Leary, notes that the
New York Fair was organized by
the Clan na Gael and an Irish
Volunteers Regiment.

AMNESTY FOR
IRISH PRISONERS

L.occal Societies Will Help
Their Country--
men.

ALYL FORCES ARE UNITED

A Great Outburst of Sympathy
for Those Already
Set Free.

MANY PLANS TO RAISE MONEY

Those Just Turned Out of British
Jails Will G't Much Aid From
San Francisco.

San Francisco Call , September 16, 1896



Deed Is Recorded For :
Lot .At Fourteentb

The Leader Newspaper, April 25, 1908

IRISH HALL NOW AN ASSURED FACT
A Site Procured for Suitable Structure”

In a January 1901 article, The Leader
claimed that the Celtic Union was
reported to have $10,000 in their
coffers earmarked for the construction
of the Irish Hall. In 1908 they
purchased a site at 14th and Landers
Streets. The Celtic Union continued to
hold annual meetings and sell stock
well into the 1930s but never reached
its fundraising goal. According to San
Francisco County records, by 1940
the building had been sold. Currently
there are flats at this site.

San Francisco County Block Book, Showing Site of Lot



Erect an Irish Hall

— — — O e
CELTIC UNION.

Priday night, February 18, the Celtic

UTndon will give a whist party at 1254

Market  street. The commitiee is
composeld of the fullowing: Miss Ma-
ley, chairlady; Mrs. Dergan, Jokn Don-
ohoe, Mrs. Trahev, Charles Warden,
Mrs. MceLaughlin, Thos. ¥, Alford,
Mrs., K, Lowe,
Mrs, A,
Wrenn, T. ', 0O'Dowd, Mrs. W, J.
Duanne, L) Donovan, Mrs, M. Lyness,
lohe Calter, Miss I, McDevitt, J. B
thagerty, Mres. 1, Maguiuness anid
lnmes Wrenn, who have made great
rrrangements for u pleagant evening.
and assure every one of A good time
and gooi! prizes For the lucky winners,
Admission, 25 ponts

iormley, George .J.
Kramer, 1. 8hea. Mrs, ).

The Leader newspaper, February 12, 1916
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“"Many years ago
so long ago that it
IS nhow ranked as
ancient history, a
movement was
started to erect
an Irish Hall
here.”

“"We want an Irish
Hall in San
Francisco and we
want it as soon as
we can get it.”

Editorial of the Leader Newspaper, January 22, 1910



The idea of A Place for All Things Irish in San Francisco

hibernated for another 30 plus years until a new group of
Irish men and women banded together in the early 1970s
and built, with their own hard earned money and labor-

THE UNITED IRISH CULTURAL CENTER OF SAN FRANCISCO
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United Irish Cultural Center
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